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4. “A family is a unit composed not only of children but of men, women, an occasional animal, and the common cold.”—Ogden Nash 5. “Obviously, if I was
serious about having a relationship ...

After a life of uncertainty, Dana Clarke has finally achieved the stability she has craved in her marriage to a man who can trace his lineage back to
the Mayflower, but her world is shattered when her daughter is born with African-American traits in her appearance, sending Dana on a poignant quest in
search of a possible African-American lineage in her husband's family. Reprint.
A pregnancy pact between three teenaged girls puts their mothers' love to the ultimate test in this explosive new novel from Barbara Delinsky, “a firstrate storyteller who creates characters as familiar as your neighbors.” (Boston Globe) When Susan Tate's seventeen-year-old daughter, Lily, announces
she is pregnant, Susan is stunned. A single mother, she has struggled to do everything right. She sees the pregnancy as an unimaginable tragedy for both
Lily and herself. Then comes word of two more pregnancies among high school juniors who happen to be Lily's best friends-and the town turns to talk of a
pact. As fingers start pointing, the most ardent criticism is directed at Susan. As principal of the high school, she has always been held up as a role
model of hard work and core values. Now her detractors accuse her of being a lax mother, perhaps not worthy of the job of shepherding impressionable
students. As Susan struggles with the implications of her daughter's pregnancy, her job, financial independence, and long-fought-for dreams are all at
risk. The emotional ties between mothers and daughters are stretched to breaking in this emotionally wrenching story of love and forgiveness. Once
again, Barbara Delinsky has given us a powerful novel, one that asks a central question: What does it take to be a good mother?
When a white couple gives birth to a baby with distinctly black features, a family is thrown into turmoil.
Nothing will break this mother-daughter bond. Not even the truth. Deborah Monroe and her daughter, Grace, are driving home from a party when their car
hits a man running in the dark. Grace was at the wheel, but Deborah sends her home before the police arrive, determined to shoulder the blame for the
accident. Her decision then turns into a deception that takes on a life of its own and threatens the special bond between mother and daughter. The
Secret Between Us is an unforgettable story about making bad choices for the right reasons and the terrible consequences of a lie gone wrong. Once
again, Barbara Delinksy has delivered a riveting study of family and a superbly crafted novel, perfectly targeted to reading groups and fans of
provocative fiction.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Once again New York Times bestselling author Barbara Delinsky brings us a masterful family portrait, filled with thoughtprovoking insights into how emotions affect the decisions we make and how letting go can be the hardest thing to do and the greatest expression of love
all at the same time. Molly and Robin Snow are sisters in the prime of life. So when Molly receives the news that Robin has suffered a massive heart
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attack, the news couldn't be more shocking. At the hospital, the Snow family receives a grim prognosis: Robin may never regain consciousness. Feelings
of guilt and jealousy flare up as Robin's family struggles to cope. It's up to Molly to make the tough decisions, and she soon makes discoveries that
shatter some of her most cherished beliefs about the sister she thought she knew.
When Dana and Hugh Clarke's baby is born into their wealthy, white New England seaside community, the baby's unmistakably African-American features
puzzle her thoroughly Anglo-looking parents. Hugh's family pedigree extends back to the Mayflower, and his historian father has made a career of tracing
the esteemed Clarke family genealogy, which does not include African-Americans. Dana's mother died when Dana was a child, and Dana never knew her
father: she matter-of-factly figures that baby Lizzie's features must hark back to her little-known past. Hugh, a lawyer who has always passionately
defended his minority clients, finds his liberal beliefs don't run very deep and demands a paternity test to rule out the possibility of infidelity. By
the time the Clarkes have uncovered the tangled roots of their family trees, more than one skeleton has been unearthed, and the couple's
relationship?not to mention their family loyalty?has been severely tested. Delinsky (Looking for Peyton Place) smoothly challenges characters and
readers alike to confront their hidden hypocrisies. Although the dialogue about race at times seems staged and rarely delves beyond a surface level, and
although near-perfect Dana and her knitting circle are too idealized to be believable, Delinsky gets the political and personal dynamics right.
“A first-rate storyteller who creates believable, sympathetic characters who seem as familiar as your neighbors,” (The Boston Globe), Barbara Delinsky
presents a captivating new novel about a woman whose unexpected reunion with her estranged family forces her to confront a devastating past in A Week at
the Shore. One phone call is all it takes to lure Mallory Aldiss back to her family’s Rhode Island beach home. It's been twenty years since she's been
gone—running from the scandal that destroyed her parents' marriage, drove her and her two sisters apart, and crushed her relationship with the love of
her life, Jack Sabathian. Twenty years during which she lived in New York, building her career as a photographer and raising her now teenage daughter
Joy. But that phone call makes it clear that something has brought the past forward again—something involving Mallory’s father. Compelled by concern for
her family and by Joy’s wish to visit her mother’s childhood home, Mallory returns to Bay Bluff, where conflicting loyalties will be faced and painful
truths revealed. In just seven watershed days at the Rhode Island shore, she will test the bonds of friendship and family—and discover the role that
love plays in defining their lives.
The Stud Jenna McCue wants a baby, and Spencer Smith is just the man for the job. Jenna assures the avowed bachelor she doesn't expect anything from
him—except his genes. But she hasn't counted on falling for a man she's known forever, or that having a baby means he'll be out of her life for good.
Lucky for her, Spencer has other plans…. TLC With a burning fever and a broken-down car, Karen Drew knows she should be grateful that Brice Carlin
pulled her from the snowdrifts in the nick of time and brought her to his home to recover. As a doctor, his healing instincts take over. But being
snowbound with the man who once tried to have her put in jail is dangerous territory.

In Flirting with Pete, bestselling author Barbara Delinsky weaves together two fascinating narratives that merge in a dramatic, highly emotional, and
totally unexpected conclusion, as a daughter's struggle to win the approval of the father she never knew becomes a journey of self-discovery.
Psychologist Casey Ellis never met her father -- but that didn't stop her from following in his professional footsteps. Now he has died, and Casey is
shocked to have inherited his elegant Boston town house, complete with a maid and a handsome, enigmatic gardener. When she finds a manuscript that could
be a novel, a journal, or a case study of one of her father's patients in her new home, she becomes engrossed in the story of Jenny, a young woman
trying to escape her troubled life. Convinced the story is true and that her father left it as a message for her, Casey digs deeper. As she pieces
together the mysteries surrounding her father, Jenny, and the romantic new stranger in her life, she discovers startling links between past and present,
and unexpected ties between what is real and what is imagined.
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